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Abstract: When did the concept of orientalism come into being? What is its notion?
When did the East and the West, as a binary opposition, appear? What are the limits of
the East and the West? To what extent is the notion of orientalism convenient to the
current reality? Has its notion still been oriented to new outcomes and studies? These
questions problematize the notion of orientalism and serves as the parameter that directs a
contemporary researcher to adopt rational approaches. To achieve such a goal, in this
study the history of orientalism will be divided into two major periods. The first belongs
to paradigms of pre-sciences. The second is determined by a number of notions of
contemporary sciences. This periodization, however, entails using four notions:
orientalism, humanism, engagement, succession.

It is worth mentioning that specialists have written extensively on orientalism, its
background, horizons, and limits. Proposing a particular periodization, this study is
restricted merely to deep notions, periodization, consolidation, and imaginzation, which
determine how one looks generally at other cultures, especially the culture of the East.
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